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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02260 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-L 

TAGS: BEXP, PFOR, EG, UK 

SUBJECT: MINE CLEARANCE OF SUEZ CANAL 

REF: STATE 032171 

BRITISH ARE ITCHING TO SEND 3-MAN SURVEY TEAM AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE AND WOULD HAVE PREFERRED IT BE THERE AT 
SAME TIME AS AMERICAN, TO COMPARE NOTES. HOWEVER, 

AS OF FEBRUARY 20, EGYPTIANS HAD NOT YET GIVEN FORMAL 
APPROVAL TO BRITISH OFFER OF TEAM. FCO IS UNDER THE 
IMPRESSION THIS IS BECAUSE FONMIN FAHMY HAS BEEN OUT 
OF THE COUNTRY. 
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